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        For more Information about our charity, please contact anyone listed here:
Chairperson - Sue: 07717 821604  sjones@friendsofsikunda.org
Treasurer - Marje:  01933 387323 Marje.jones25@gmail.com
Sponsor Secretary - Gloz: 07748 774431 gkeen@btconnect.com
Secretary - Anne Seckington: anneseckington@btinternet.com
 Fundraising – Kate Jones 07921 151711 & Danny Jones 07737 457431
Bonus Ball Admin – Daisy: daisyj@friendsofsikunda.org
        Sankung Jammeh – Project Manager [image: ]
  
[bookmark: _Hlk534038186]  Our Data Protection and Privacy Policies can be found on our website     www.friendsofsikunda.org      
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                 20 Years!     
              It has been 20 years since we registered 
               ‘Friends of Si-Kunda' as a charity
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             Our 40th Newsletter!   JULY 2023 
                          Charity UK Reg No.1097750  (2003) 
[bookmark: _Hlk138597177]Chairs Report - This is our 20th Anniversary of the charity and what an amazing 20 years it has been! All of those that have accompanied me and our trustees to Si-Kunda over the years have had some amazing and humbling experiences, and we hope to continue to do so for the foreseeable future. It has all been very worthwhile.  We have many sponsors who have been with us from the beginning for which we are very grateful, and to all those of you that have joined since to help us achieve all that is in this newsletter and more. 
It goes without saying that none of this would have been possible without Sankung, our project manager. Thanks to all his hard work, travelling hundreds of miles – much of it by bike once up country - co-ordinating and ensuring the success of our projects while also supporting and looking after the needs of all the sponsored students.
I thought it would be appropriate now to give little a bit of a history of how we started, and some of the achievements over the years (detailed in the accompanying document),  and of course the latest news since our last newsletter in January. So here we go…. We became involved with Si-Kunda village when we first visited The Gambia in the late 1990’s for a holiday. Gwyn (my husband) and I met Sankung Jammeh while holidaying on the coast where Sankung was working as a security guard for the American Embassy. On our next visit to The Gambia Sankung invited us to go with him to visit the village where he had spent his childhood and where most of his family still lived.  At the end of a day’s travelling inland from the coast we arrived in Si-Kunda village. The journey was in local transport, very cramped and crowded, on wooden seats, no shock absorbers on this vehicle, on unmade roads and tracks strewn with potholes, it was very hot and uncomfortable but an interesting and very enjoyable journey. The village is in a rural area 200km from the coast upcountry. There were no amenities; water drawn from a well, and no electricity. Small homes with either straw or corrugated tin roofs, communal cooking on an open fire on the ground, rice and cous being the staple diet. We became more involved with Sankung’s family by sponsoring both his children for their education, Sankung and his wife lived a hand to mouth existence and had no means to provide the school materials and uniforms their children needed. Some of our family and friends then asked if they too could sponsor any children that would otherwise be unable to go to school. 
On our second visit to the village a couple of years later we decided that we wanted to do something for the people who had made us so very welcome, who shared their food and homes with us. After some discussions with the elders of the village, we decided to help the Si-Kunda Nursery School as it was in a very dilapidated state, with just one unpaid teacher and no equipment.
We began raising funds and started to receive offers of help, we decided that we should register as a charity. Along with my sister Marje and three friends the charity was registered in April 2003. (There are currently five trustees and three committee members running the charity).                                          Sue
Dear sponsors/supporters,

It is my very great pleasure to write to you, and congratulate you for the great support you have given to our charity for past (20) twenty years.

On behalf of our charity trustees. simply all that we have done could not have been done without you, and that being the case we thank you very very much. I just want to mention a few things the charity has done through your support. 

[image: Image-1.jpg]When the charity started in the village there was no proper nursery school and there are children who were not going to school because their parents could not afford the school fees for their children. There are schools in the Lower River division who rely on it for exercise books. The charity has been able to support and create school and village gardens, provide exercise books, teaching and learning materials. Staff quarters were provided for teachers in one of the schools, some schools were given water access, we supply food for the children in the nursery school. There has been occasions when we have repaired a family home that would otherwise be unhabitable. I cannot name all what has been done over these 20 years. My big big thanks goes to my able boss Sue and her partners,  the tireless work they have done for this 20 years. Without them too I cannot do anything. Through their support I was able to do what has been achieved.

Thank you, 
Yours faithfully 
Sankung Jammeh       -     Project Manager
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*The tree on the front cover is a Baobab, otherwise known as ‘the upside down tree’ and there are quite a few myths and legends about it. This particular one is just past the Si-Kunda Women’s Gardens, and always looks like it’s waving!
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Medina Fonkoi village gardens just get better and better, this year we have dug another well for them.
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Description automatically generated]Also, we have extended the school garden area in Jabisa village school, it has been completely fenced and they have received seedlings and extra tools. The cost of food keeps rising so much that helping  to increase vegetable and fruit production is so important.    









Paseedy Jammeh is coming to the end of his current university degree and will be graduating early next year… his results so far are a huge credit to him. 
Opi was offered a place at the School of Agriculture of the Gambia college to study for Higher Diploma in Agriculture, a two year course. We are very proud of him, he has been on some field studies along with attending college, and is very determined to do well. 
We shall to be visiting The Gambia in November this year, and very much look forward to the trip.  It is always eventful, can be emotional at times, inspiring and fun! We learn something every trip, and it keeps everything in perspective. 

[image: ]2003 Registration in place, the charity started to raise funds and plan on how it was all going to work. Our first project was underway. 
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The school after renovations, a school garden, and new staff. Of course this has been improved upon and evolved over the years since those days
Communications - In the early days communications were difficult, there was one landline telephone in the village at one of the elders homes, Sankung’s stepfather. So we would try to use that – it was useful but not always successful as often the line was so bad it was difficult to have a conversation, or whoever answered could not understand me, so mostly we used the blue airmail letters, we paid for postbox rental for Sankung to receive them, and we managed somehow. Sankung could speak English, though he is far more fluent now, we managed well enough.  We visited twice a year which was necessary then and for many years to come, but now not so much as communications are so very easy now and we have contact several times a week. 
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Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: 16b8b604-389e-4d86-b578-21eb32b84967.jpg]Travel – until recent years our mode of travel to go upcountry was by geli geli – the local transport being a 12 seater minibus occupied by at least 24, plus bags, chickens, goats, etc, 200km on unmade roads full of potholes and drivers that went on whatever side of the road/off road they could to navigate the conditions as best they could, frequently breaking down. 

We used ferries if we needed to cross the Gambia river depending on the route we took.
Once upcountry we used donkey or horse carts for our transport and delivering supplies. 
We also use/used the motorbike kept in Si-Kunda for Sankungs’ use, which was, and still is, very useful for transporting us as a pillion passenger to remote villages. This is currently the third bike, so they have served well.
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Description automatically generated]More recently we have used coaches to get upcountry which are gradually taking over from the geli geli’s for longer journeys, though the geli is still very much in use locally. The road from the coast going east the length of the country is now tarmacked, making for a much faster journey. We also sometimes make use of the taxi owned by the charity. 
Downtime - Spending time in the village after a busy  day is something we always look forward to. We sit outside our hut, which we fondly call The Lodge,  no light pollution to spoil the night skies, and once its dark the village elders, ladies and children alike come to join us. Language can sometimes be a problem, but we manage somehow and it can create a lot of laughter. The ladies in particular we have found to have a great sense of fun and can be a lively bunch. There are times when we  struggled when it gets dark to know who exactly we are talking too, which can create some amusing conversations! We have evenings of singing with the children and playing games, or a serious conversation with the adults about their customs and culture. There can be other evenings of storytelling and discussing superstitions that many have here, ataya tea is made and enjoyed, always an important part of the evening. ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Sankung’s mother Suwado, who we see as her families matriarch, can be terrifying at times until you get to know her and realise she has a wicked sense of humour!  For instance, there was an occasion when she summoned  Gloz, Fran and Sue to her home after they had been for an evening walk outside of the village enjoying the moonlight and stars, which were amazing, along with the sounds of the bush adding  to the atmosphere. They couldn’t understand what Suwado was saying but could tell they were being told off…. It was her concern for their safety they realised. But then she saw their horrified faces and found it all extremely funny and burst out laughing! 
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Our first project - Re-building Si -Kunda Kindergarten
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